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The first issue of Philosophical Transactions was 
published by the Secretary of the Royal Society, 
Henry Oldenburg, in 1665. The journal established 
the important concepts of scientific priority and 
peer review and is the oldest continuously-published 
science journal in the world. 

Over the last 350 years Royal Society Journals have 
published articles by Sir Christopher Wren, Benjamin 
Franklin, James Clerk Maxwell, Alan Turing, and 
Stephen Hawking, covering major developments 
across the entire scientific spectrum. 

For the first time, high quality copies of the original 
Royal Society Journals from 1665 onwards will be 
made available online. This new archive will include 
previously unpublished material including annotations 
and influential related documents that have so far only 
been available to people visiting the Royal Society. 

New high resolution full colour images of all Royal 
Society journals will be available with extractable text 
for improved indexing and search. The collection will 
offer an improved discovery to navigate through 350 
years of science in the making at the Royal Society. 

As well as completing any library collection it will be 
a major resource for historians of science, scientists 
and science enthusiasts.
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On the anatomical and optical 
structure of the crystalline lenses 
of animals, plate 6, by David 
Brewster, 1836.

Above (top) 
On the coagulation by heat of the 
fluid blood in an aneurismal tumour, 
plate 6, by Everard Home, 1826.

Above (middle) 
Description of a Simple Micrometer 
for Measuring Small Angles with 
the Telescope, plate VIII, 1791.

Above (bottom) 
Wheat infected with Vibrio Tritici, 
plate II, 1823.
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